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Core Parts of a Clinical Quality Measure

Denominator (Inclusion): the population being measured. It is a given patient population that may be 
counted as eligible to meet a measure’s inclusion requirements. 

Numerator (Action): A subset of the denominator population (patients) for whom a process or 
outcome of care occurs. It represents a clinical action to be counted as meeting a measure’s 
requirements (i.e. patients who received a particular service or obtained a particular outcome that is 
being measured). 

Denominator Exclusion: refers to criteria that result in removal of patients from the denominator 
before calculating the numerator. Which means the numerator event is not applicable to those 
covered by the denominator exclusion.

An example is to “exclude women who have had bilateral mastectomy from the denominator for a 
Breast Cancer Screening for a screening mammography.”
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Denominator Exclusions
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Patients are excluded from a measure denominator based on their diagnosis and/or procedure 
code

• Captured in claim/encounter data

Examples:
Hospice
Death
Palliative Care 

*Please note only certain measures are excluded not all measures
Patients 66 and older as of December 31st of the measurement 
Either:

Enrolled in an Institutional Specials Needs Plan (I-SNP)
or
Living as a long-term care resident in a facility



Frailty & Advanced Illness – Denominator Exclusions

• Frailty Criteria:
• At least Two indications of frailty

codes with different dates of service 
during the measurement (calendar) 
year

• Advanced Illness Criteria:
• Two diagnosis codes either of the 

following during the measurement year 
or the year prior to the measurement 
year with different dates of service

OR
• Dispensed dementia medication 
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Frailty and Advanced illness exclusions are criteria used in healthcare quality measures to 
ensure that patients with limited life expectancy receive appropriate care without unnecessary 
burdens from tests or treatments that would provide little benefit to them and may even pose 
harm.

Patients 66 – 80 years of age as of December 31st within the measurement year:

Patient’s must meet both Frailty and 
Advanced illness criteria to be excluded 

from a measure!
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Measures affected by Frailty & Advanced Illness                  
Denominator Exclusions

• Breast Cancer Screening

• Colorectal Cancer Screening

• Controlling Blood Pressure

• Glycemic Status Assessment for Pts with Diabetes  HbA1c

• Eye Exam for Patient with DM Screening for Diabetic Retinopathy

• Kidney Health Evaluation for patient with Diabetes

• Osteoporosis Management for Women with a Fracture

• Statin Therapy for Patients with Cardiovascular Disease



• Patients 81 years of age (age of the patient is equivalent to Advanced Illness criteria)
as of December 31st, of the measurement year                                             

• At least two codes of frailty with different dates of service during the measurement year

7

Frailty & Advanced Illness – Denominator Exclusions

Quality Measures removed by Frailty Denominator exclusions

• Controlling Blood Pressure

• Kidney Health Evaluation for patient with Diabetes

• Osteoporosis Management for  Women with a Fracture
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Patient Examples for Frailty & Advanced Illness Denominator 
Exclusions

02/13/26  Office Visit with Provider - Mrs. Smith age 67 y/o first visit of the year

Dx: E11.2 Type 2 DM with kidney complications

Dx I50.812 : Chronic Right Heart Failure (Advanced Illness code)

Dx R53.1 : Weakness (Frailty code)

04/23/26  Telehealth Visit with Provider - Mrs. Smith second visit of the year

Dx: E11.2 Type 2 DM with kidney complications

Dx I50.812 : Chronic Right Heart Failure (Advanced Illness code)

Dx R53.1 : Weakness (Frailty code)

1 – Patient is 67 yrs. old

2 – Two Advanced Illness diagnosis codes on different dates of service 

3 – Two Frailty codes on different dates of service during the measurement year
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05/28/25 Office Visit with Provider - Mr. Thomas age 70 y/o first visit of the year

Dx: E11.9 Type 2 DM without complications

Dx J84.112: Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis (Advanced Illness code)

Dx R53.1 : Weakness (Frailty code)

1/23/26  Telehealth Visit with Provider - Mr. Thomas second visit of the year

Dx: E11.9 Type 2 DM without complications

Dx J84.112: Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis (Advanced Illness code)

Dx Z99.81 : Dependence on supplemental oxygen (Frailty code)

Dx R53.1 : Weakness (Frailty code)

1 – Patient is 70 yrs old

2 – Two Advanced Illness diagnosis codes on different dates of service one during the current                    
and one during the year prior to measurement year

3 – Two Frailty codes on the same date of service during the measurement year                                                           
and 1 Frailty code in the prior year

Patient Examples for Frailty & Advanced Illness 
Denominator Exclusions
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06/12/26  Office Visit with Provider - Mrs. Lee age 83 y/o first visit of the year

Dx: I10 Primary Hypertension

Dx: E11.9 Type 2 Diabetes without complications

Dx R53.1 : Weakness (Frailty code)

12/23/26  Telehealth Visit with Provider - Mrs. Lee second visit of the year

Dx: I10 Primary Hypertension

Dx: Z87.81 History of a healed traumatic fracture of femur

Dx: E11.9 Type 2 Diabetes without complications

Dx R53.1 : Weakness (Frailty code)

1 – Patient is 83 yrs old (Advanced Illness criteria based on age)

2 – Two Frailty codes on different dates of service during the measurement year

Patient Examples for Frailty & Advanced Illness Denominator 
Exclusions



Frailty & Advanced Illness – Denominator Exclusions

Frailty and Advanced illness exclusions are essential components of healthcare quality 
measurement, allowing for a more accurate assessment of care provided to vulnerable populations. 
By focusing on appropriate care and ensuring proper documentation and coding, healthcare 
providers can enhance the quality of care for patients with advanced illnesses and frailty, ultimately 
improving health outcomes and patient satisfaction.
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Frailty Categories and Codes

Frailty consists of CPT, HCPCS, and ICD-10 codes. 
Two Frailty codes will count on separate dates of service, and both need to occur within the 
measurement year.
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Frailty ICD-10 Diagnosis Codes
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Advanced Illness ICD-10 Diagnosis Codes
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Common Frailty Codes Used As Denominator Exclusions

Core Frailty & Debility Codes

 R54: Age-related physical debility (includes frailty, senescence, senile asthenia)

 R62.7: Adult failure to thrive

 R64: Cachexia

Muscle and Mobility Issues Codes

 M62.81: Muscle weakness (generalized)

 M62.84: Sarcopenia

 R26.2: Difficulty in walking, not elsewhere classified

 R26.89: Other abnormalities of gait and mobility

 R26.9: Unspecified abnormalities of gait and mobility



16

Common Frailty Codes Used As Denominator Exclusions

Symptoms and Related Conditions

 R53.1: Weakness

 R53.81: Other malaise

 R63.4: Abnormal weight loss

 R63.6: Underweight

 L89.xxx: Pressure ulcer (various 
specific codes)

Functional/Dependency Codes

 Z91.81: History of falling

 R29.6: Repeated falls

 Z74.01: Bed confinement status

 Z74.09: Other reduced mobility

 Z99.3: Dependence on wheelchair

 Z99.81: Dependence on supplemental oxygen

 Z73.6: Limitation of activities due to disability

 Z99.89: Dependence on other enabling machine or 
devices
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